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High Meadow Ranch Men’s Bible Study - Creation Series 
Lesson #8 (Genesis 10 – The Table of Nations) | Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

 
The principal aim of this series is to explore what the Bible has to say about Creation and the early 
history of mankind up to the Tower of Babel. The first eleven chapters of Genesis define for us what 
God’s Word has to say about the early days of man. For many people this portion of the Bible is nothing 
more than fables, while for others it is the inspired Word of God that clearly establishes the origin of 
man, civilization, and the universe. As Christians, it is important to know what we believe and be able to 
clearly communicate to others the basis of our beliefs. The world needs well-read, articulate Christians 
who are confident in their beliefs built on a strong, Biblical foundation. 

 
Listed below is the basic outline for our Creation Series, along with the schedule for each lesson. 

Topic Location in Genesis Planned Date 

Introduction N/A August 22 

Six days of Creation Genesis 1 – 2 September 10 

The Fall Genesis 3 September 17 

Cain and Abel Genesis 4 October 1 

Genealogy (Adam to Noah) Genesis 5 October 15 

Wickedness of Man Genesis 6:1-8 October 30 

Noah and the Flood Genesis 6 – 8 November 5 

God’s Covenant with Noah / Sons of Noah Genesis 9 November 19 

Table of Nations Genesis 10 December 3 

Tower of Babel Genesis 11:1-9 December 17 

 
In Genesis 10 we read the account of Noah’s sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. As a reader it is encouraging 
to see that God had a plan for mankind after the Flood. More than likely He “breathed” into the hearts 
of Shem, Ham and Japheth a desire to build families, conduct commerce, and forge empires. Certainly 
within several generations after the Flood we see men building cities and making names for themselves 
and their clans. The world we know today started with the industrious efforts of these men. 
 
While it is true that all humans alive today have descended from Noah’s and his sons, it is equally 
important to note that all of our nations in some capacity derive themselves from those nations founded 
by the sons of Noah. In reading through Genesis 10 and its genealogies, consider several important 
points: 

 Most humans take great pride in their respective nations, where we find our culture, values, and 
sense of national pride. National independence and sovereignty has become an important part 
of the world in which we live. In many circumstances, people are willing to die for their nation. 

 Technology, science, art, literature, and a host of other “cultural icons” descend from the 
families and societies that are identified in Genesis 10’s Table of Nations. 

 More important than anything, we see that God had planned from the beginning that the 
Messiah would come through the line of Shem. In His infinite wisdom, God preserved this family 
line and maintained a lineage of Godly men and women who would continue to follow Him, in 
spite of opposing forces from the world around them. 
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Questions & Deep Thoughts 
1. Reading genealogies is admittedly not one of the more exciting pastimes for students of the Bible. 

However, when considering God’s plan for mankind, including the redemptive work of Christ and 
those who follow Him, it is mind-boggling to consider that God planned this so far in advance. 
Review Noah’s prophecy in Genesis 9:24-27 and consider the map on the following page. From a 
world history standpoint, how can we attest to the accuracy of Noah’s prophecies regarding the 
actions of the descendants who came from  his three sons? 

 

 

2. In Acts 17:16-34 we read of Paul’s interaction with the Athenians and his explanation of God’s 
overall purpose for mankind. In verse 26 Paul specifically states, He determined the times set for 
them and the exact places where they should live. As you consider events since Creation, in what 
ways have you seen the providential hand of God? Consider major events in world history. 

 

 

3. Oftentimes when we study history it is easy to overlook people and the contributions they have 
made to the world. In particular, we rarely take time to study leaders and why groups of people 
would follow certain individuals. 

a. As you consider the time after Noah, what characteristics would men have had at that time 
that would have made them effective leaders? Think especially in terms of Nimrod. 

 

 

 

b. Have things changed today – what attributes do we seek as a society in our leaders? 
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