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Main Idea

In many regards | think that both Paul and Jesus knew that the absence of unity would be the downfall of the
church. Unity is critically important in any organization. Countless stories are told about the effects of unity
in rallying nations, armies, sports teams, and businesses. Movies like Saving Private Ryan, The Patriot, and
Braveheart inspire us regarding the power of unity behind a common man or vision. Great leaders value and
understand the power of unity, while at the same time they recognize that disharmony destroys both purpose
and passion. In today’s church, like all generations before us, disunity seeks to destroy what Christ set on
motion 2,000 years ago. Fortunately, | see wonderful trends towards unity at Magnolia Bible Church today.

In many regards we have created something in the American Church that Christ never intended. Instead of
changing the world as imitators of Christ, we have changed ourselves to be more like the world to make
Christianity more palatable to the masses. The end result is that for all practical purposes American society
has remained unchanged, although the American church looks very much like the world. Paul’s admonition
for unity is within the Church, not for unity with the world. Let us love as Christ loved and deepen our
knowledge of God by studying Biblical truths and precepts.

Overview of Chapter 2

Verses 1-11  Imitating the humility of Christ
Verses 12-18 Working out our salvation
Verses 19-30 Timothy and Epaphroditus

Questions for Consideration
1. Read Ephesians 4:1-6. What similarities exist in this passage and what we read in Philippians 2:1-4? In
what ways is arrogance the enemy of unity?

2. Are there areas where we should seek unity and be willing to compromise? In contrast, are there
other areas where we should be unwilling to compromise? My father used to say, “Major in the majors
and minor in the minors.”

3. Read Hebrews 1 and Philippians 2:5-11. How did Christ exhibit humility by becoming a man?
4. What does it mean to work out our salvation with fear and trembling? What does it look like for us?

5. Do you think God ever grows weary of our whining and complaining? At its very core, what does
complaining communicate to God?

Homework: Read Philippians 3. What are the challenges for us in pressing on towards the goal Paul
discusses in verse 14?
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Philippians 2 New International Version (NIV1984)

Imitating Christ’s Humility

L If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being
one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than
yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

® Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very naturel® God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
7 but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature® of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
° Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Shining as Stars

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, ** for it is God who works in you to will and to act according
to his good purpose.

14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, '° so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without

fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe ¢ as you hold out!® the word of
life—in order that | may boast on the day of Christ that | did not run or labor for nothing. ¥ But even if | am being poured
out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, | am glad and rejoice with all of you. *¥ So you
too should be glad and rejoice with me.

Timothy and Epaphroditus

19| hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that | also may be cheered when | receive news about you. 2 |
have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 2! For everyone looks out for his own interests,
not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served
with me in the work of the gospel. 2 | hope, therefore, to send him as soon as | see how things go with me. 2* And | am
confident in the Lord that | myself will come soon.

25 But | think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also
your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. % For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard
he was ill. 2’ Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare
me sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore | am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be
glad and | may have less anxiety. 2° Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, 3 because he almost
died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.

Footnotes:

a. Philippians 2:6 Or in the form of
b. Philippians 2:7 Or the form
c. Philippians 2:16 Or hold on to
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