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Being Men of God in a Dark World 
High Meadow Ranch Men’s Bible Study | Ephesians 3 – Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Most of us would have to admit we’re living in dark times. What used to be right is often considered 
wrong, and standing for the right things can often result in criticism and even public backlash. Paul’s letter 
to the Ephesians is a book for a “time such as this.” The early church in the ancient city of Ephesus faced 
similar challenges as we do today in being disciples of Jesus. The pagan culture did not recognize God and 
certainly did not see Jesus as God’s Son. In his letter, Paul addresses some of the most important Christian 
concepts contained in the Bible including the Holy Spirit, salvation, spiritual warfare, marriage, and even 
parenting. Maye the Lord use this book to impact us all to be more like Jesus! 

Overview of Chapter 3 
Verses 1–12  Mystery of the Church 
Verses 13–21  The power and purpose of prayer 

Verses 1 through 12 
1. In reading through verses 1 through 12, Paul obviously talks about God’s plan for the Gentiles. What

was God’s original plan for Israel (hint: read Exodus 19:5-6 and Romans 11:1-12). What happened in
(and with) Israel that changed God’s original plan?

2. What is the Mystery to which Paul addresses in verse 3? In the same manner, read verse 9.
However, what are your thoughts on how God has revealed Himself to man over the years? Think in
terms of how God communicated with men like Noah, David, and us today.

3. Referring once again to Romans 11:7-12, what is the relationship between the Jews and the
Gentiles? What had to happen and was necessary for us to be called?
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4. According to verses 10 and 11 of Ephesians 3, what is one of God’s overall purposes for the revealed
Mystery? Think of God’s brilliance in creating a plan where one “chosen” group (Israel) would reject
Him and that would permit the call of another “chosen” group (followers of Jesus).

5. Read verse 12. Once again, as in Ephesians 2:18 and 2 Timothy 1:15, Paul speaks about how we have
access to God through Christ.

Verses 13 through 21 
6. In verses 13 through 21 Paul really hits home on the purpose and power of prayer, especially verse

20.
a. What is God’s primary purpose in prayer? Is it to change us or Him?

b. Considering the following phrase and share your thoughts relative to your life.

God’s desire is that we be involved in something so profound that apart from
His involvement it is destined to fail. 

Next week’s study 
Read Ephesians Chapter 4. Meditate on verse 1 all week and ask God to reveal His thoughts to you. 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. 


