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Mark: The Storyteller’s Gospel (Lesson #0) 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 at 7:00 PM 
 

Tonight’s topic:  An overview on the life of Jesus in preparation for the study of Mark 
 
It would be relatively easy to argue that Jesus is the most important and central figure in the history of 
the world. From a Biblical standpoint much of the Old Testament points towards His coming, while the 
New Testament tells of His life, ministry, and even future work. Using C.S. Lewis’ analogy, every person 
alive today has a decision to make: Is Jesus Lord, liar, or lunatic? For those of us who know Jesus as our 
Lord and Savior, He is at center of who we are (or at least He should be!). 
 
In this study of Mark we are going to take a very personal look at who Jesus was. If there ever was a “silver 
bullet” to living the Christian life, it is a focus on Jesus. We when are mindful of Jesus’ perspective and 
take on the mind of Jesus, it is amazing how successful we can become in terms of loving people, resisting 
sin, being an encouragement to others, and living with purpose. As Jesus Himself stated in John 15:5, apart 
from Him we can do nothing… 
 
1. How does the “world” view Jesus? In this regard I am considering the average American. 

 
 
 

2. How do you view Jesus? If someone were to ask you what Jesus means to you, what would you say? 
 

 
 

 
3. Looking at the following New Testament “book categories”, what do these books tell us about Jesus. 

 
 
The Gospels    ________________________________________ 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 

 

 

The Book of Acts    ________________________________________ 
 

 

The Epistles     ________________________________________ 
(Roman through Jude) 

 
 

 
Revelation     ________________________________________ 
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4. One of the most powerful facets of Jesus and His ministry were the sheer number of prophecies He 
fulfilled. One survey indicates over 450 prophecies that were fulfilled by Jesus. In Figure 1 on Page 3 
you’ll find a chart that highlights some of the fulfilled prophecies. Look at the passages related to the 
following and fill in the table below. 

 
Table 1: Ministries of the God-Man 

Prophecy Old Testament 
Passage(s) 

New Testament 
Passage(s) Why is this significant? 

Birth    
Sinless Life    

Ministry    
Triumphal Entry    

Crucifixion    
Burial    

Resurrection    
 
5. Part of being a follower of Jesus means that we share with others what Jesus means to us. The Romans 

Road uses passages taken from the book of Romans to help us better understand how we can have a 
personal relationship with God through Jesus (see graphic below). 

a. God is holy and we are all sinners, so we are separated from God (Rom. 3:23). 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

 
b. God is just, we all will receive the payment we deserve, spiritual death (or Hell) (Rom. 6:23). 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
c. God is love so He sent His Son, Jesus, to die in our place. (Rom. 5:8). 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
d. The eternal God showed His power by raising His Son, Jesus from the dead, and He will forgive 

us and give us eternal life if we just trust in His Son, Jesus. (Romans 10:9, 10; John 3:16). 
that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 

 
Using a blank piece of paper, practice drawing The Bridge Illustration as a tool for sharing with 
someone how Jesus is essential for us to have a relationship with God and live with Him forever. 

6. NEXT BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, February 13 @ 7 PM; we’ll study the first chapter of Mark. 
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 Figure 1: Selected Old Testament prophecies fulfilled by Jesus 


