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Week 10 — Wealth and Stewardship (Sunday, July 12, 2026)
Managing What God Has Given

Introductory Remarks

Jesus frequently taught about wealth because money and possessions often reveal the true priorities of the heart.
In the Parables of the Rich Fool, the Shrewd Manager, and the Talents, Jesus reminds us that everything we possess
ultimately belongs to God. We are stewards, not owners. The Rich Fool focused entirely on temporary earthly security
while ignoring eternal realities. The Talents challenge us to faithfully use the gifts, opportunities, and resources God
has entrusted to us rather than wasting or burying them. These parables call us to live wisely, generously, and
responsibly while recognizing that earthly wealth is temporary. Faithful stewardship involves more than finances; it
includes our time, influence, abilities, and relationships. One day we will give an account for how we managed what
God placed in our hands.

Lesson Outline

e  Rich Fool (Luke 12:13-21)

e  Shrewd Manager (Luke 16:1-13)
e Talents (Matthew 25:14-30)

Key idea: We are stewards of what we have been given, not owners.

Questions
1. What mistakes did the Rich Fool make in how he viewed life and possessions?

2.  Why does Jesus speak so frequently about money and stewardship?

3.  What talents, opportunities, or resources has God entrusted to you? Be specific and make a list.

4. In what ways can wealth become spiritually dangerous?

5. How do we balance wise planning for the future while still trusting God fully with what He has given you?

6. If you knew you would stand before God tomorrow, would you feel you managed His resources faithfully?
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Luke 12:13-21 (The Parable of the Rich Fool)

13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” * Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 7 He thought to himself, ‘What
shall I do? | have no place to store my crops.’

18“Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there | will store my surplus

grain. ¥ And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20“Byt God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have
prepared for yourself?’

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

Luke 16:1-13 (The Parable of the Shrewd Manager)

16 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in
and asked him, ‘What is this | hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any
longer.

3“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall | do now? My master is taking away my job. I’'m not strong enough to dig, and I'm
ashamed to beg— 41 know what I'll do so that, when | lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.

5“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

6“’Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,” he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’

7“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,” he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’

8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more
shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. °| tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

10“wWhoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be
dishonest with much. ' So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true

riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?

13“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Matthew 25:14-30 (The Parable of the Bags of Gold)

14 “pgain, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. **To one he gave
five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 6 The
man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one
with two bags of gold gained two more. ¥ But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.

19 “pfter a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 2° The man who had received five
bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, | have gained five more.

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, | have gained two
more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘l knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where
you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 2°So | was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the
ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest where | have not sown and gather where | have not
scattered seed? 2’ Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when | returned | would have
received it back with interest.

28 “/S0 take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 2° For whoever has will be given more, and they
will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 3% And throw that worthless
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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